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 Kenya Certificate of Basic Education (KCBE)                                                       
ST1004   ENGLISH (Theory)                  
                GRADE 10 END OF TERM 1 ASSESSMENT, 2026                                                                               
                 Time: 1¼ hours
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	School Code
	

	Learners Signature
	
	Date
	


       Instructions to candidates 
1. Write your name and assessment number in the spaces above.
1. Write the name and the code of your school in the spaces above.
1. Sign and write the date of the assessment in the spaces provided above.
1. Answer all the questions in the spaces provided in the question paper.
1. All working must be clearly shown where necessary.
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]This paper consists of 8 printed pages.
1. Candidates should check the question paper to ascertain that all pages are printed as indicated and that no questions are missing.
1. [image: ]Candidates should answer the questions in English.
                                                      FOR EXAMINER’S USE ONLY 
	Question 
	TASK 1
	TASK 2
	TASK 3
	TASK 4
	Total

	Maximum 
Score 
	10
	15
	10
	15
	50

	Learners 
Score 
	
	
	
	
	



	Level
	Level
	% Range
	Points
	Learner’s

	Exceeding (EE)
	EE1
	90 - 100
	8
	

	
	EE2
	75 - 89
	7
	

	Meeting (ME)
	ME1
	58 - 74
	6
	

	
	ME2
	41 - 57
	5
	

	Approaching (AE)
	AE1
	31 - 40
	4
	

	
	AE2
	21 - 30
	3
	

	Below (BE)
	BE1
	11 - 20
	2
	

	
	BE2
	1 - 10
	1
	




TASK 1: WRITING                                                                                                         (10 marks) 
1. Write a composition beginning: My first day in Grade 10 felt like stepping into a brand-new world…. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


	





TASK 2: LISTENING AND SPEAKING 
2. (a) Identify two expressions you would use to introduce a conversation.                     (2 marks) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(b) Identify two expressions you would use to give a point during a conversation.          (2 marks) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(c) Identify two expressions to introduce an example.                                                      (2 marks) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(d) Identify the word correctly spelt from each group and use it to construct a sentence. (3 marks) 
(i) Necessary/neccessary.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
(ii) Occurrence/occurence
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
(iii) Proffesor/professor 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(e) Complete each sentence by filling in the blank with the correct word.                            (3 marks) 
(i) Take a deep (breath/breathe) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(ii) Try not to (loose,lose) your temper. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(iii) People ought to keep (quiet/quite) when they have nothing useful to say. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(f) Provide another word that has the same pronunciation as the word given except in the vowel sound. An example has been provided.                                                                               (3 marks) 
   Stock --- stork 
(i) cot ………………………………………………………………………………………………
(ii) Order ……………………………………………………………………………………………
(iii) Pot ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

TASK 3: READING COMPREHENSION 
3. Read the passage below and then answer questions that follow.                                (10 marks) 
Choosing a career is one of the most important decisions in a person’s life. It is not something to be done sooner or later without careful thought. Students should take time to think about their interests, skills, and goals now and then as they grow. A good career choice can bring peace of mind and a strong sense of purpose, helping a person feel confident about the future. 
When selecting a career, it is important to look at the pros and cons of different options. Some careers require hard work and dedication, while others demand creativity, communication, and teamwork. Students should think about their strengths and weaknesses little by little as they gain knowledge and experience. Making lists, asking questions, and doing research can help students understand different careers inside and out. Talking to teachers, parents, and friends is also useful, because advice and guidance can make the decision clearer and easier. 
Career selection also involves planning for the future and being ready for ups and downs. Students must study day and night to reach their goals and develop important skills. Success does not come by chance, but through effort, patience, and determination. Sometimes students may feel confused or discouraged, but they should remember that trial and error is part of learning and growth. In addition, students should consider job opportunities, working conditions, and personal values here and there as they explore different paths. Choosing a career that matches one’s interests can lead to job satisfaction and long-term happiness. 
In the end, choosing the right career helps a person build a stable life, achieve dreams and ambitions, and move forward with confidence. With careful planning and an open mind, students can make wise decisions that lead to a bright and successful future.
(a) Why is choosing a career an important decision in a person’s life?                               (1 mark) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....
(b) What should students think about when selecting a career?                                           (1 mark) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(c) What does the text mean by looking at the “pros and cons” of different careers?          (1 mark) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(d) The phrase pros and cons is on bold. Write 3 other pairs of words from the passage that are similar to this phrase in nature.                                                                                      (3 marks) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(e) What does the text say about success and hard work?                                                    (1 mark) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(f) Explain the meaning of the following words as used in the passage.                            (3 marks) 
(i)  Dedication 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(ii) Ups and downs
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(iii) Confident 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

TASK 4: GRAMMAR 
4. (a) Fill in the blanks with the correct alternative from the words given in brackets.   (5 marks) 
(i) It was (him/he) and not (she/her) who broke into the teacher’s locker.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(ii)  Madam Janet gave my sister and (I/me) a lift to school. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(iii) Charles and (I/me) have not been here. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(iv) Evans handed the book to (her/she)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(v) Wachiuri likes studying more than (he/him) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(b) Fill in the gaps with expressions that make the highlighted nouns countable.              (2 marks) 
(i) There are………………………… books on the shelf that we can borrow for the project.
(ii) We need ……………………………. information before we write the report. 
(c) Underline the words which and whose where they are used as interrogative pronouns. 
                                                                                                                                              (2 marks)                      
(i) Which have they chosen? 
              That is the school which I attended years ago
(ii) The girl whose painting won a prize is my sister. 
             Whose do you admire most? 
(d) Complete the following sentence using a word that is used together with the highlighted words.                                                                                                                              (1 mark) 
When we travel to different places, we should be courteous to……………….. travellers. 

(e) Join the following sentences correctly using appropriate coordinating conjunctions. (2 marks) 
(i) He was willing to help. The application form came in too late. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(ii) Mbula rushed home. I found the party still going on. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
(f) Rewrite the sentence below with the correct punctuation.                                              (1 mark) kamau said our guests stayed for two days we loved their company 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(g) Write correct sentences using the following words.                                                      (2 marks) (i) However.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(ii) Moreover.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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